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genotype, viral mutations, level of HBV replication), host
factors (gender, age, and immune status), and exogenous
factors such as concurrent infection with other hepatotropic
viruses or alcohol.this study was conducted to evaluate
HBsAg persistence, related risk factors of HBV infection and
detect of HBeAg positive cases and abnormal liver enzyme
tests among chronic HBV carriers in Kashan.
Methods: This descriptive study was performed in HBsAg
positive blood donors. They were invited to retest HBsAg
.A questionnaire consisting demographic and history of risk
factors of HBV infection were ﬁlled by interviewing and then
5cc blood was taken and HBsAg was measured by ELISA
method. Who had HBsAg positive test without history of
acute hepatitis during the previous year, were known as
chronic carriers. and HBeAg, hepatic aminotranferases and
alkaline phosphatase were measured.
Results: Of 150 HBsAg positive blood donors 124(83.7%)
were male and 26(17.3%) female. Persistence and clear-
ance of HBsAg was seen in 132(88%) and18(12%). No
signiﬁcant statistical correlation between sex, age,marital
status, history of icther, endoscpy, tattoo. transfusion, with
persistence of HBsAg was found. In 132 HBsAg +chronic car-
riers the prevalence of HBeAg positive cases was 18.2%.
There was abnormal aminotransferase level including: 35
(26.3%)AST,16(12%)ALT,26(19.5%)ALKP Signiﬁcant statistical
correlation was seen between ALT and HBeAg but there was
no statistical correlation between AST and ALKP with HBeAg.
Conclusion: Considering the lower chance of clearance of
HBsAg and detect of correlation between HBeAg positive and
abnormal ALT,and also detect of suspected cases of chronic
hepatitis, follow up seems to be essential in HBeAg positive
cases.
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Background: Hepatitis B is one the most infectious dis-
eases, without seasonal distribution, accounting for more
than one million deaths annually due to chronic hepatitis,
cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. We aimed to inves-
tigate the seroprevalence of the HBV infection in Bandar
Abbas, Iran and determine the association of respective risk
factors with its occurrence.
Methods: We conducted a cross sectional community-
based study of 1152 apparently healthy individuals aged
8—65 years for the serological HBsAg screening. A standard
questionnaire was administered to all subjects. Unpaired t-
test for continuous data and the #2 test for categorical data
were performed.
Results: A total of 1152 individuals were assessed for
hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg), which was 2.1% in over-
all. There was no signiﬁcant difference between males and
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emales with respect to HBsAg seropositivity (male, 2.2%
s female, 2.1%, P > 0.05). Singles showed a prevalence of
.7%, while HBsAg seropositivity in married participants was
.3%. Subjects with tattooing practices reﬂected signiﬁcant
igher prevalence (7.5%) compared to those without tat-
ooing (1.7%, P < 0.0002). History of drug abuse remained
igniﬁcantly associated with HBsAg seropositivity (4.9% vs.
.4%, P < 0.0001).
Conclusion: HBsAg seropositivity was found 2.1%. High
isk behaviors associated signiﬁcantly with seroprevalence
f HBsAg. Of these, tattooing emerged more crucial com-
ared to the risk factors identiﬁed in out in other regions.
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Background: Hepatitis C is a global disease, WHO has
escribed it as a ‘‘viral time bomb’’. In Malaysia, the sero-
revalence is 1.6%. HCV infection is frequent in patients
ndergoing maintenance haemodialysis, with prevalence
etween 8 and 10%. Hepatitis C has an adverse effect on
oth patient and graft survival in those who get renal trans-
lants. There are relatively scarce reports on the natural
uctuation in viral load and alpha interferon (&-IFN) level
n patients on chronic hemodialysis.
Methods: A longitudinal short-term three months study
here 27 chronic hemodialysis patients infected with known
CV genotypes were recruited from seven hemodialysis cen-
ers in Pahang. Serum samples were collected monthly,
oth pre- and post-hemodialysis sessions, over a period of
hree months. Viral RNA was extracted from serum using
IAamp Viral RNA Extraction kit (Qiagen). The HCV viral load
as measured using one step reverse transcriptase qPCR
Applied Biosystems) targeting the 5‘HCV non-coding region.
he serum &-IFN level was measured using commercial ELISA
it (Amersham, UK). Six biochemical liver function tests
AST, ALP, TP, albumin, ALT and TB) were also done for all
re-hemodialysis samples.
Results: All patients showed persistant low level viral
oad that varied signiﬁcantly over the study period
P = 0.001). HCV genotype 1 viral load was signiﬁcantly
igher than that of genotype 3. The difference between
re- and post-haemodialysis viral load was statistically
nsigniﬁcant. No signiﬁcant correlation between viral load
nd liver function status was noted. No correlation was
bserved between pre-haemodialysis serum &-IFN level and
rehaemodialysis viral load. The difference between pre
nd post-haemodialysis plasma &-IFN levels was statistically
nsigniﬁcant.
